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Former Langara graduate student Jean Sorenson holding up a photo of her “interviewing” Tawana the cheetah in the 
journalism department  49 years ago. AGAZY MENGESHA
Campus marks 49th
 By  AGAZY MENGESHA
T his year Langara is cel-ebrating its 49th year on 49th Avenue. A pep rally was held 
at Langara’s gym on Wednesday 
celebrating “49 years on 49th Av-
enue” an event which organizers 
promised to be one of the campus’ 
“biggest parties yet.”
Carly Barrett, a communications 
officer at Langara, said she wanted 
a unique twist to Langara’s anni-
versary party because an important 
part of the event was to celebrate 
the college’s community on 49th 
Avenue and its history.
“We know that a lot of colleges 
celebrate their 50th anniversary 
and I think that we wanted to try 
and be a little different,” said Bar-
rett.
Before 49th Avenue, Langara 
was located at King Edward Cen-
tre, as part of Vancouver City Col-
lege. But in 1969, the college made 
the decision to relocate.
Jean Sorenson and Wyng Chow 
were former journalism students at 
the King Edward Centre during 
the time of the move. Although 
they still consider themselves stu-
dents of Vancouver City College 
and not Langara, they have fond 
memories of their college days. 
Chow reflected on his first few 
days at Langara when a teacher 
gave specific instruction on how 
to properly spell names. Accord-
ing to Chow the teacher said, “The 
name's Russell, two s’ and two l's, 
and if you spell it wrong you fail 
immediately.” 
Meanwhile, Sorenson had what 
she described as a disastrous first 
day but a memorable year. “I had 
no idea what I was getting into,” 
Sorenson said. 
 “I thought I was in the wrong 
room 'cause there were all these 
typewriters and I didn’t want to be 
a secretary.” 
Sorenson turned things around 
when she met her classmates. “Ev-
erybody started cracking jokes and 
just the camaraderie, the spirit of 
that first group was so wonderful,” 
she said.
 In 1969, Sorenson led efforts to 
have the school’s bell tower pre-
served when the school was going 
to be demolished. “I started this 
campaign, and we sent out press 
releases, I ended up on CBC, and 
on Bob Switzer's television show 
and in the Vancouver Sun,” So-
renson said. Unfortunately, the bell 
tower was destroyed in a fire soon 
after.  
Overall Sorenson said Langara 
had a good atmosphere in 1969.
Langara takes unique anniversary approach
Young 
seeking 
top job 
South Van-based 
candidate targets 
city bike lanes
COPE puts 
hope in   
students 
Former Langara
instructor re-entering 
politics with a focus on 
student benefits 
A former Langara instructor and previous city council member is seeking re-elec-
tion. Her platform of rent freezes 
and cheaper transit passes is aimed 
at appealing to young voters and 
low-income residents.
Anne Roberts, who is running for 
the Coalition of Progressive Elec-
tors (COPE), says she wants young 
voters to keep pressuring politicians 
to act in their interests. 
Along with Jean Swanson and 
Derrick O’Keefe, the COPE can-
didates announced at a rally outside 
Broadway–City Hall Skytrain their 
plan for a Universal Pass for the 
Working Class. 
The pass will be free for kids 18 
and under, free for people with low 
income, and $41 per month for 
people with middle incomes.  The 
proposed U-pass combines a three 
zone transit pass which would pro-
vide access to Park Board programs 
including swimming pools and 
skating rinks.
“You can’t build your way out of 
congestion, but you can provide 
enough affordable, attractive tran-
sit to take 40,000 cars off the road,” 
said Roberts. “No one will be left 
on the curb.”
Roberts, who served one term in 
2002, taught in the journalism de-
partment at Langara College. 
Stephen Phillips, Langara politi-
cal scientist, said he hopes students 
and other young people will get in-
volved in the electoral process. 
 “COPE’s call for a freeze on resi-
dential rents should be of interest to 
students, who’re struggling to meet 
their monthly rent payments and 
cannot sustain any increase in rent,” 
said Roberts. 
Langara engineering student 
Ethan Alexander, 19, had not 
known about the civic election but 
plans to vote for the first time.
“I’m hoping to find a party and 
vote this year,” he said.
The election is Oct 20.
M ayoral candidate Wai Young, who once repre-sented Vancouver South 
for the federal Conservatives, says 
any resemblance of her populist 
campaign to Doug Ford’s govern-
ment in Ontario is unintentional. 
Young, who formed her own par-
ty, Coalition Vancouver, uses the 
slogan 100 Per Cent for the People, 
similar to Ford’s Government for 
the People.
“I think he copied me,” Young 
said outside a volunteer meeting 
at her campaign office at Main and 
50th Avenue. “But that’s another 
election in another province and I 
don’t think that has anything to do 
with what we’re doing for the peo-
ple of Vancouver.” 
Young, one of 21 candidates run-
ning for mayor in the Oct. 20 mu-
nicipal election, represented Van-
couver South from 2011 to 2015. 
Young has become best known 
for her position on removing what 
she refers to as “ideological bike 
lanes” and if 
she becomes 
mayor, she has 
vowed to rip up 
existing lanes 
and not build 
future ones. 
Annie Bula-
so, a long-time 
Young support-
er, said her big-
gest concerns 
are being addressed by Coalition 
Vancouver. 
“Lower taxes, clean city,” Bulaso 
said outside Young’s campaign of-
fice. “I like her platform.”
The University Women’s Club 
of Vancouver held an event where 
Young, alongside mayoral candi-
dates including independent can-
didate Shauna Sylvester,  answered 
questions about housing, violence 
against women and the opioid cri-
sis.
Janette McIntosh, who attended 
the event and said she will not be 
voting for Young, said she was not 
convinced that Young should be the 
mayor. McIntosh thought Young 
focused too much on her compe-
tition rather than focusing on her 
policies she plans to put in place.
 By ROXANNE 
EGAN-ELLIOTT 
 By DARREN AMNER
Anne Roberts at Broadway-City Hall
DARREN AMNER
» Oct. 29
City of Vancouver Alumini Launch 
12pm - 1:30pm | Town Hall Meeting 
Space, Vancouver City Hall
LANGARA'S BEYOND 49 CELEBRATION EVENTS
IMPORTANT EVENT DATES 
» Nov. 1
Outstanding Alumini Awards 
11:45pm- 3pm | Second Floor, Sci-
ence and Technology Building
» Nov. 7
Langara Employee Celebration 
2:30pm-3:30pm | Employee Lounge 
A Building  
BEYOND49.LANGARA.CA
Wai Young
MAYORAL CANDIDATE  
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Apartment bike storage was deemed too risky by 42 per cent of cyclists responding to a Metro Vancouver survey. Another 26 per cent of respondents said 
such facilities are too full. CAMERON THOMSON PHOTO
Cyclists report insecurity
More than a third don't trust apartment bike storage
 By CAMERON THOMSON
A fter Kevan O’Brien had the front tire stolen from his locked bike that was inside his Gas-
town building’s parking garage, he 
lost his trust in leaving anything 
there.
“On a scale of one to 10 being 
inside my apartment and locked up 
I’d say the parking garage is a four 
for me. Pretty close to leaving it on 
the street,” O’Brien said.
O’Brien’s wariness is not uncom-
mon in the region.
It turns out that more than 
one-third of people in the Lower 
Mainland don’t use bicycle park-
ing facilities in their apartment ga-
rages from fear of theft, damage or 
lack of room, according to a Metro 
Vancouver survey.
The survey, which collected data 
on several apartment-parking is-
sues, found that 42 per cent of 
Lower Mainland residents were 
afraid that their bike would be sto-
len or damaged. Another 26 per 
cent of respondents answered that 
the facilities are too full.
Something that O’Brien would 
like to see in his parking garage is 
individual bike lockers that could 
be used for storing helmets, tools 
and other riding accessories. 
An employee at a company that 
sells and installs bike racks all over 
North America says that having a 
separate room just for bikes is one 
solution builders could try. 
“The best thing for these people 
is to actually have a room where 
only people with bikes can actu-
ally get in and out,” said Gordon 
Kingston, a 10-year employee of 
Rack Attacks. 
Richard Campbell, the executive 
director of the British Columbia 
Cycling Coalition, suggested one 
other option could be to make the 
creation of bicycle parking more 
enticing for landlords.
“The government could pro-
vide incentives for improving bike 
parking. They have incentives to 
add electric vehicle charging to 
existing buildings,” Campbell said.
Relief greets street check review 
'They need to 
understand why 
and where we 
come from.'
 By LISA STEACY
Advocates say they are re-lieved that the Vancouver police’s street-check prac-
tices, which were intimidating and 
frightening for many Indigenous 
people, will be subject to an inde-
pendent review. 
Lorelai Williams, an activist 
who also works with the Vancou-
ver Aboriginal community polic-
ing centre, said the review should 
consider the historical roots of the 
distrust that Indigenous commu-
nities have for the police. 
“They should definitely look into 
our history,” she said. “They need 
to understand why and where we 
come from, and why we don’t like 
the police. Our people do get pro-
filed a lot. It’s never good.” 
The Vancouver police board or-
dered an independent review in 
September of the controversial 
practice of stopping people, asking 
them for identification and record-
ing their personal information in a 
provincial database. 
The board also agreed with six 
recommendations made by police 
on how to improve street-check 
practices.
Chief Adam Palmer, who main-
tained that street checks are a valu-
able policing tool, said the findings 
of an internal review of the depart-
ment’s use of street checks over the 
last 10 years proved that checks 
target people who needed to be 
targeted.  
“The people we’re checking are 
people that have a heavy history of 
criminality regardless of their race.,” 
he said. 
In May, the department released 
data on all street checks conducted 
between 2008 and 2017. 
Indigenous people, who make up 
two per cent of Vancouver’s overall 
population, were the subjects of 15 
per cent of checks. 
The Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs 
and the B.C. Civil Liberties As-
sociation filed a complaint saying 
that this data strongly suggested that 
checks are being conducted in a dis-
criminatory manner. 
Josh Paterson, BCCLA’s executive 
director, said the police perspective 
is only one piece of the puzzle. 
“In Canadian law, something is 
judged to be discrimination by the 
effects on people, not by the intent,” 
he said.  
Mayor to 
parkers: 
pay up
West Vancouver mayor 
says outsiders stealing 
parking spots at city's 
parks and beaches
 By MATHILDA de VILLIERS
N on-resident visitors to West Vancouver’s shops, parks and beaches should 
have to pay for parking, says the 
city’s mayor.
The current West Van mayor, 
Michael Smith, suggested recently 
that people from outside the mu-
nicipality should pay for parking 
when they visit, while residents 
should be exempt.
“We don’t have any paid parking. 
With good weather, all our park-
ing lots surrounding our parks and 
beaches are jammed from people 
outside the community and I think 
they should be paying something,” 
Smith said. 
And he encouraged other cities 
in the Lower Mainland to do the 
same.
Smith’s comments came as Met-
ro Vancouver presented a parking 
study recently that showed the 
most used times for parking are on 
evenings and weekends. 
Metro staff are looking for ways 
to discourage people from driving 
and instead take public transit to 
reduce the parking congestion. 
Jono Doneili and Severin Rol-
land-Berge, both residents of 
North Vancouver, say that the 
parking on the North Shore has 
definitely gotten worse. 
When asked about what Smith 
suggested, he said, “If that were 
the case in North Vancouver, I 
would be really happy.” 
Rolland-Berge also said that she 
would have no problem paying for 
parking if the rule was implement-
ed as she enjoys the convenience of 
having her car with her. 
Craig Cameron, a West Vancou-
ver council candidate, says that he 
thinks Smith’s suggestion is a ter-
rible idea. To him, it would mean 
treating people differently. 
He also stated that if paid park-
ing is installed at Ambleside that 
it would kill the merchants in that 
area because people would most 
likely rather park for free at Park 
Royal and shop there instead. 
“We’re trying to actually open 
our community to the public not 
shut it off and discourage people 
from coming,” he said. 
“We don’t have any 
paid parking. With 
good weather, all 
our parking lots 
surrounding our 
parks and beaches 
are jammed from 
people outside the 
community and I 
think they should be 
paying something.”
— MICAEL SMITH, MAYOR
Indigenous women accounted for 
20% of checks despite making up 
2% of the female population.
20%
16%
Indigenous people accounted for 
over 16% of checks despite making 
up just over 2% of the population.
5%
Black people accounted for 5% of 
checks despite making up only 1% 
of the population. 
SOURCE: BCCLA.ORG
2017 STREET CHECK STATS
“They should 
definitely look into 
our history,” she 
said. “They need 
to understand why 
and where we come 
from, and why we 
don’t like the police. 
Our people do get 
profiled a lot.” 
— LORELAI WILLIAMS, ACTIVIST
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S ix months after going smoke-free Langara College is still struggling with cigarette butts 
being littered around campus.
When Langara transitioned to 
a smoke-free campus in May the 
smoking poles were removed. A 
sparse supply of trash cans leave 
smokers with limited options for 
disposing their butts. 
The lack of disposal units for 
Langara smokers affects the neigh-
bouring properties, as smokers 
leave their butts on front lawns and 
sidewalks. 
In response, facilities will replace 
removed smoking poles in the near 
future.
“We anticipated this challenge 
during the planning phase of the 
initiative,” said Raymond Yeung, 
manager of facility services, in an 
email. 
“We have increased our daily lit-
ter patrols along these routes and 
have gone further off campus.”
While official policy states that 
security will enforce the ban, site 
supervisor Kristina Tait said that 
the responsibility to stop smokers 
is a collaborative effort between all 
departments at Langara. 
INTERVIEWS AND PHOTOS BY JOE AYRES
Do you agree 
with the ban?
>> Joel Schaves
Smoker
“Instead of having a ban the 
university should promote specific 
areas...that way we'll pollute less.”
CAMPUS VOICES
>> Nancy Pollack
Non-smoker
“I'm opposed. If we make this a 
completely self-righteous smoke 
free campus we are basically 
discouraging people from coming 
to school."
>> Nikolas Skoro
Smoker
“Nothing has really changed...
it's just kinda pushed people out 
towards the perimeter."
Smokers
stuck on 
sidelines
Langara's smoke-free 
policy has pushed 
student smokers to 
the sidewalk
L angara’s recently unveiled “Welcome Figure” on the northwest corner of campus symbolizes the 
college’s close ties with Musqueam 
culture and the passing of knowl-
edge to Langara students.
The house post was carved by 
Musqueam artist Brent Sparrow 
Jr. and inaugurated in a traditional 
raising ceremony on Sept. 26. The 
house post honours the recent pass-
ing of Henry Charles, who gave the 
college its Musqueam name,  
.
This house post depicts a woman, 
wrapped in a blanket and holding 
a spindle whorl, which symbolizes 
the passing of knowledge to future 
generations. 
Danni Beardy, a Dene and Oji-
Cree student, thinks the ceremony 
was a vital step in the ongoing pro-
cess of reconciliation on campus. 
Beardy is running in the upcom-
ing student union election on a 
platform of expanding Langara’s 
calendar of Aboriginal events.
“We’re on Musqueam land, [the 
post] highlights the importance 
of where the land is from,” Beardy 
said.
“If I’m on somebody else’s land, 
it’s my priority to learn the customs, 
and respect them.” 
The welcome post joins Langara’s 
collection of totems of Musqueam 
significance, such as the historic 
rock and coat of arms. Despite these 
visual educators, many students are 
unaware of the land’s significance.
Langara student Gabriel Chen 
said he had no knowledge of the 
post’s significance. 
“I pass by it between classes, but 
I thought it was a student design 
project or something,” he said.
Daniel Kennedy, a member of 
the Nlaka’pamux nation, is a Lan-
gara science student who is running 
against Beardy in the student elec-
tion. Kennedy agrees that the post 
is a good step, but the college still 
needs to increase education.
“I think, now more than ever, it 
is very important to raise awareness 
for Indigenous culture," Kennedy 
said. 
 By JOE AYRES
 By NATHAN GAN
Email scams an 
issue during
Cyber-Security 
month.
A sextortion scam is targeting email accounts and con-vincing users they’ve been 
hacked.
October is Cyber-Security 
month at Langara. The recent scam 
is an important reminder to main-
tain safe web practices. 
The sextortion email, which con-
tains a password familiar to the 
targeted user, claims malware has 
infiltrated their system and tracked 
visits to pornographic sites. The 
email threatens to publicize the 
footage, unless a “confidentiality 
fee” is received.
On Sept. 27, a Langara instruc-
tor received one of these emails. 
The sender demanded $3,000 and 
threatened to release screenshots 
documenting visits to porn sites if 
payment wasn’t received.
Langara’s I.T. Department 
launched an investigation, and the 
instructor lost access to email and 
Brightspace for six days.
According to Sgt. Jason Doucette, 
Vancouver police department pub-
lic affairs officer, cyber-criminals are 
getting increasingly sophisticated.
“Unfortunately, these scam artists 
are only limited by their imagina-
tion,” he said. 
“Once we’re on to them, they’re 
on to the next thing.” 
According to the Canadian Anti-
Fraud Centre, there have been 997 
cases of attempted extortion via 
email reported so far in 2018. 
The assistant chair of Langara’s 
computer science department, Joe 
Huang, said that anyone can be tar-
geted. Scammers manage multiple 
schemes, potentially targeting hun-
dreds of users simultaneously.
“[The scams are] just a crap-shoot 
to throw things out there, and hope 
that somebody gets caught,” Huang 
said.
Huang says the best way to guard 
against being a victim is to delete 
emails that are from unfamiliar 
sources.
“If you don’t pay attention to it, 
then it shouldn’t hurt you."
Think before you click that link
» Password protect
Change passwords regularly, 
especially if you've been involved 
in a data breach.
» Anti-virus
Keep anti-virus programs updated 
and run checks routinely.
» Stay aware
Beware of emails demanding 
personal information or immedi-
ate payment.
» Look it up
Search your email address for 
a previous hack or breach on 
https://haveibeenpwned.com.
SOURCE: CANADIAN ANTI-FRAUD CENTRE
PROTECT YOURSELF
TIPS TO AVOID SCAMS
 By PATRICK PENNER
Experts say: never save your 
password on public computers. 
PATRICK PENNER PHOTO
Our snəw̓eyəɬ leləm̓ hello
New Musqueam post welcomes generations to the college
Above: Musqueam Chief Wayne Sparrow speaking at the House Post Raising 
Ceremony. Below: Drummers chant and lead a procession. NATHAN GAN PHOTO
“Welcome Figure” being unveiled at the House Post Raising Ceremony at 
Langara College on Sept. 26, 2018.  NATHAN GAN PHOTO
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Audience members gather at Tricksters & Transformers: An Evening of Indigenous Word at the University of British 
Columbia’s Museum of Anthropology.
N eon totem poles were set up alongside an-cient artifacts at the Museum of Anthro-pology and the usually quiet space echoed with the sounds of hip-hop and spoken 
word at an event spotlighting Indigenous artists. 
Prominent Indigenous performers and writers 
brought their stories to Trickster 
and Transformers: An Evening of 
Indigenous Word. 
The event was part of the Univer-
sity of British Columbia's inaugural 
Artivism festival, which aimed to 
spotlight artists who challenge the 
mainstream through performance 
and art. 
Quinton Nyce of Snotty Nose 
Rez Kids says he doesn't identify as 
an artist activist. "We're Indigenous 
artists, doing what our ancestors 
have done for thousands of years."
Darren Metz, another member of the hip-hop 
group does identify as an activist. "[We're]using our 
voices for the greater good," he said. 
The e vent, h eld o n u nceded M usqueam t erritory, 
was hosted by Christie Charles, Vancouver's fifth poet 
laureate and the first I ndigenous p erson t o h old t he 
position. She performed Musqueam and English lan-
guage songs and poetry at the MOA, surrounded by 
her ancestors' belongings.
“We’re in this time where everybody’s so curious 
about what First Nations people are doing, what sto-
ries we’re telling, and what movements we’re making,” 
said Charles, who believes a space like the MOA leads 
to greater understanding of First Nations storytelling. 
“People can say, wow, these be-
longings, they’re thousands of years 
old, yet these people are right in 
front of me speaking the same lan-
guage and talking about the same 
stories,” said Charles. Her ances-
tors, she said, are waking up to the 
sounds of their language and peo-
ple. “It’s very magical.”
Author Eden Robinson was also 
in attendance to launch her newest 
novel. As a writer in Kitamaat Vil-
lage, she served as an inspiration to 
a young Metz and Nyce.This is the first time they have 
been featured at the same event.
“Eden started in literature and fiction novels, and we 
get to tell our story on rap records,” said Nyce, Rob-
inson’s cousin. “I think it’s very important to bridge 
those two art forms in a space like the Museum of 
Anthropology.”
DJ Kookum provided a soundtrack of upbeat dance 
music for the evening.  
Hip-hop group Snotty Nose Rez Kids, Darren Metz (L) and Quinton Nyce (R), perform at Tricksters & Transformers.
Tricksters and Transformers
“We're Indigenous 
artists, doing what 
our ancestors have 
done for thousands 
of years.”
— QUINTON NYCE, SNOTTY NOSE REZ KIDS
MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY
SBY THE NUMBERS
SOURCE: MOA.UBC.CA
MOA houses almost 50,000 works 
from across the world.
50k 1949
The Museum was established in 
1949 on the UBC campus, and was 
moved to its current location in 
1976.
The museum had almost 190,000
visiors in 2016.
Hip-hop group Snotty Nose Rez Kids, Quinton Nyce (L) and Darren Metz (R), perform at Tricksters & Transformers. An 
Evening of Indigenous Word at the University of British Columbia’s Museum of Anthropology last Thursday.
Indigenous storytelling connects generations
Stories and photos by Kate Gardiner
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U nlike the target audience of her new novel, Eden Rob-inson’s muse is an early riser.
With her self-described singular 
focus, the Haisla and Heiltsuk writ-
er has written the first two novels 
of her Trickster trilogy in one-hour 
blocks, at the same time every day. 
It’s the only way, she said, her inner 
muse likes to write.
After a difficult winter marked by 
illness and tragedy, Robinson has 
returned to the spotlight with the 
highly anticipated Trickster Drift, 
which she released on Thursday at 
Tricksters & Transformers at the 
University of British Columbia’s 
Museum of Anthropology.
A trickster is a timeless character 
found in many different cultures 
that embodies intelligence but uses 
it to rebel against traditional rules 
and behaviour.
The trilogy focuses on the misad-
ventures of Jared, a young trickster 
in modern day B.C. navigating ado-
lescence and his newfound magical 
abilities in a way that Robinson be-
lieves grade 11 and 12 students will 
find particularly relatable.
“I was writing for my niece and 
nephew,” Robinson said. “Dad told 
them a trickster story and they 
didn’t have the context to see how 
funny it was, so I set out to write 
a short story about a trickster set 
in modern times that would make 
more sense to them.”
By connecting today’s youth to 
traditional Indigenous sto-
ries, Robinson hopes to 
bridge generational 
gaps in B.C. and 
beyond.
Hip-hop group Snotty Nose Rez Kids, Darren Metz (L) and Quinton Nyce (R), perform at Tricksters & Transformers.
Tricksters and Transformers
Tricks
are
for 
kids
New novel written for 
author's niece and 
nephew
Fans stand in line at Eden Robinson’s book signing. The novel is the second 
book of her Trickster trilogy.
SOURCE: MOA.UBC.CA
190k
The museum had almost 190,000 
visiors in 2016.
“Dad told them a 
trickster story and 
they didn't have the 
context...I set out to 
write a short story 
about a trickster set in 
modern times that 
would make more 
sense to them.”
— EDEN 
ROBINSON, 
AUTHOR
Hip-hop group Snotty Nose Rez Kids, Quinton Nyce (L) and Darren Metz (R), perform at Tricksters & Transformers. An 
Evening of Indigenous Word at the University of British Columbia’s Museum of Anthropology last Thursday.
Eden Robinson speaks to an audience at the launch of her new book Trickster Drift at Tricksters & 
Transformers.
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Resident 
yet can't 
cast vote
With the civic elections coming up this month, candidates are promising 
to make life in Vancouver better for 
the people who live here.
Everyone with a Canadian pass-
port has the opportunity to vote 
for the candidate who they think 
has the best plan to tackle the is-
sues that matter to them. But what 
about the thousands of people who 
have been living in the city on a 
permanent or semi-permanent ba-
sis?
It’s frustrating to watch full buses 
pass you by every day. It’s almost 
impossible to find affordable hous-
ing. Government decisions affect 
our lives on a daily basis. But if 
you’re an international student, or 
even a perma-
nent resident, 
you don’t have a 
right to vote.
In 2011, there 
were 60,000 
p e r m a n e n t 
residents liv-
ing in Vancou-
ver. Roughly 45 
countries around 
the world permit 
those residents 
to vote in lo-
cal elections. In New Zealand, if 
you’ve been an immigrant living in 
the country for more than a year, 
you’re allowed to vote in national 
elections.
I moved to Vancouver two years 
ago on a study permit. Since I 
moved here, I feel that I have fully 
integrated myself into life in the 
city. My plan has always been to 
stay on after my studies and move 
towards acquiring citizenship. I 
know that the process will be long 
and expensive but I feel that it is 
important for my future to put 
down strong roots here. I would 
like to raise a family in Canada.
It’s likely that by the time I get 
my permanent residency, I will have 
been living in Vancouver for about 
four years. If I still can’t vote in local 
elections or have any say about how 
the city is run, it is something that 
is going to impact how I feel about 
my place in my new community.
Even though most students leave 
after graduation, those who wish to 
stay in the country after graduation 
have a long road ahead of them. 
And while they wait to become 
permanent residents and to apply 
for citizenship they work and pay 
taxes. They access government ser-
vices and they contribute to their 
communities. But they have no say 
in how the city they call home is 
run.
In April Vancouver city council 
passed a motion recommending 
that permanent residents be al-
lowed to vote. It’s a step in the right 
direction but the provincial govern-
ment will have to pass legislation to 
make this a reality. This means that 
I will have to wait at least another 
four years to vote for a new mayor. 
OPINION
MATILDA 
de VILLIERS
Langara’s smoking ban came into effect on May 1 prohibiting smoking and vaping everywhere on 
campus. The initiative to encour-
age a healthy lifestyle at Langara is 
well-intentioned but trying to push 
the problem off campus has created 
a new one.
The policy says Langara will 
monitor litter caused by the ban but 
anyone walk-
ing along 49th 
Avenue and up 
to the entrance 
of Building A 
can see cigarette 
butts crushed 
into the pave-
ment, strewn 
over the grass 
and hidden un-
der benches. 
Flicking a ciga-
rette after use is 
common practice for most smokers. 
The college anticipated the con-
sequence of litter with the intro-
duction of a smoke-free campus. 
The website says: “Langara College 
will monitor, through our facilities 
department, any litter that may be 
caused by this policy initiative.” 
So far, the monitoring of litter 
and the enforcement of the ban are 
nonexistent.
Smoking continues on campus 
and all around the perimeter. Pro-
hibiting the act is not a deterrent 
and it is not reasonable to assume 
smoking will cease all at once. 
Ashtrays have been removed. Signs 
have been posted proclaiming 
Langara is “smoke free.” But these 
things don’t disrupt addiction and 
they don’t address the environmen-
tal consequences of the ban. 
Cigarette filters contain plastic, 
the butts are non-biodegradable. 
These toxic remnants from smok-
ing are one of the most commonly 
littered objects, according to Truth 
Initiative, a non-profit control or-
ganization.
 According to the Cigarette Butt 
Pollution Project, cigarette butts 
are currently the largest ocean con-
taminant. When butts go uncol-
lected, they can end up in the sewer 
system and leak into the ocean, a 
consequence that so far hasn’t been 
addressed by the college.
 The facilities department says it 
is installing disposal bins. Though 
it’s not quite clear when or where 
they’ll be set up. 
 It makes sense that smoking 
should be discouraged and that it 
should take place at a reasonable 
distance from campus. The nega-
tive impact on health is indisput-
able. 
According to the Canadian Can-
cer Society, tobacco is the leading 
cause of preventable death in the 
country.
 The initiative began as a response 
to increasing complaints of second-
hand smoke which the college took 
seriously. 
A campus-wide survey conduct-
ed as phase one of the project ear-
lier this year reported 74 per cent 
of respondents supported a smoke-
free campus.
Langara has taken a health-con-
scious stance on smoking, follow-
ing in the footsteps of campuses 
like Dalhousie University, Acadia 
University, and the University of 
Winnipeg. Taking action to sup-
port the majority’s concerns is 
admirable of the college and con-
tinues the momentum for other in-
stitutions to follow. 
Ideally, future initiatives will 
proceed with more forethought put 
into addressing the environmental 
impact of the decision.
In the meantime smokers should 
be aware of the impact and con-
sciously dispose of their cigarette 
butts until the college follows 
through with their commitment to 
cleaning up the litter.
Those wishing to quit smoking 
can visit Langara’s Health Ser-
vices  in Building B for informa-
tion regarding how to get nicotine 
replacement therapy free of charge.
Butt what about the mess
OPINION
KATHRYN 
TINDALE
Langara's ban on campus smoking was an admirable and well-intentioned move, but in forcing smokers to the school's margins it's created new problems for 
the school's neighbours and the environment. RENA MEDOW ILLUSTRATION
“When butts go 
uncollected, 
they can end 
up in the sewer 
system and leak 
into the ocean, a 
consequence that 
so far hasn’t been 
addressed by the 
college.”
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Langara students stop to take a look at Studio 58's newest production Incognito Mode: A Play About Porn which is an "exploration of pornography in the digital 
age."   ADAM LEVI PHOTO
New campus play gives 
naked truth about porn
Studio 58's latest production explores effects of online porn
 By ADAM LEVI
L angara’s Studio 58 has de-veloped Incognito Mode: A Play About Porn as part of a larger $6.3-million 
initiative with one goal: to start a 
nationwide conversation about sex.
 The play, which opened Sept. 27, 
addresses the issues of how today’s 
youth are  affected by readily-acces-
sible pornography on the internet.
It took months for sexual health 
educators Kenji Maeda and Kristen 
Gilbert to get the actors comfort-
able with telling their own stories 
in front of a crowd. 
Maeda and Gilbert said they had 
to figure out a way to address the 
issues without making the play too 
uncomfortable for an audience to 
sit through.
 “Our role was 
creating safety, for 
sure,” said Gilbert. 
“We were also 
responsible for 
filling the gaps in 
knowledge that 
the cast and the 
other creators 
had.”
The play puts 
pornography in 
the forefront. The actors describe 
personal, real life events and the ex-
periences they’ve had dealing with 
issues of sexuality and consent.
Kelsey Wavey, a cast member, 
explained that it took time for her 
to realize how varied people’s views 
about porn were.
“It’s been such a learning journey 
for me,” said Wavey.
“I think I’ve learned a lot about 
listening to others and understand-
ing that there are other journeys 
out there. Everyone has their own 
positive and negative feelings about 
[porn].”
 Jashanpreet Kaur, a Langara stu-
dent who had not yet seen the show 
believes that the production can 
make a noticeable impact on how 
we communicate.
“I think watching this play could 
make us feel more comfortable 
with each other,” said Kaur. “I think 
it could make us not feel so shy 
around everyone.”
Incognito Mode: A Play About Porn 
is part of aseven-year project called 
IMPACTS, led by project direc-
tor Dr. Shaheen Shariff of McGill 
University. The project's aim is to 
address sexual violence on univer-
sity campuses across Canada and 
around the world. 
Under Shariff 's leadership, IM-
PACTS has secured millions in do-
nations and grants.
The play ends Oct. 14 at Studio 
58 but a portion of the donated 
money will be used to take the pro-
duction to other campuses around 
the country.
Kristen Gilbert
SEX HEALTH 
EDUCATOR
Picasso 
hangs at 
the mall
Oakridge showcases 
Picasso for first time
 By ALBERTO TUFANO
S hoppers visiting Oakridge mall this month will be able to browse and purchase the 
works of Pablo Picasso for the first 
time at the mall. 
Last year, Chali-Rosso Art Gal-
lery partnered with Oakridge cen-
tre to showcase works by Salvador 
Dalì. According to Chali-Rosso’s 
gallery director, Oree Gianacopou-
los, “This year we decided to show 
Picasso too.”
The combination of both artists 
was meant to make art accessible 
and appealing to a wider audience, 
according to Gianacopoulos.
The exhibit is in the mall’s West 
gallery, in the same corridor as the 
Banana Republic and Boys' Co. 
“I cannot believe these are origi-
nal,” said Mohammad Ghods, a 
visitor to the mall.
Langara art history instructor, 
Bruce Hanbury, said buyers must 
be cautious purchasing art because 
forgery is, unfortunately, quite 
common. 
“In this crazy art market, scarcity 
and desirability are what creates 
value, “said Hanbury.
The gallery 
knows forgery 
is an issue. But 
it says it has 
implemented a 
rigorous authen-
tication process 
which prevents 
forged artwork 
from making it 
into the gallery. 
The exhibit will 
run until Oct. 
14.
Artist Sandeep Johal in her Mount Pleasant studio. Johal is a visual artist 
who draws attention to issues of gender-based violence in her work.  PHOTO 
KIRSTEN CLARKE
Artist tackles misogyny through images
Langara 
graduate uses 
creative platform 
to fight femicide
S andeep Johal recalls the gift-ing of ladoos, a round yel-low Indian dessert delivered 
when boys are born, and asked her 
mother why girls weren’t similarly 
celebrated. 
“I think from that point on I 
started noticing the inequity more 
and more, and I became more in-
terested in gender justice,” she said. 
Johal is a first-generation Cana-
dian artist, who grew up in a South 
Asian household and strives to 
draw attention to issues of gender-
based violence.  
She didn’t formally start her art 
career until after she was on ma-
ternity leave with her son, Safa, 
now three. Her passion for rais-
ing awareness for violence against 
women began when she was a child. 
At 30, Johal accomplished a long-
time goal of entering the fine arts 
department.  She carried her desire 
to celebrate women to Langara.
Gordon Trick, a former teacher 
of Johal’s, kept up with her work 
since her graduation in 2007.
In Trick’s class, Johal chose to ad-
dress the honour killings of South 
Asian women in the Lower Main-
land, a subject that was personal to 
her. These images laid the founda-
tion for Johal’s first solo show in 
2017, Rest in Power, nearly a de-
cade later.
Johal’s images are colourful and 
intricate – she is a self-described 
maximalist. She uses memories of 
her mother’s brightly embroidered 
Indian clothing to offer compas-
sionate portraits of women who 
have been victims of gender abuse 
and violence. 
 “I want to cram as much stuff as 
I can into a piece but still make it 
harmonious to look at,” she said.
Helena Wadsley, Langara’s fine 
arts instructor, believes that art can 
make people think and see things 
differently. Both Wadsley and Trick 
believe that it is vital for an artist to 
have a personal connection to the 
subject matter if they want their art 
to function as activism. 
“The more personal it is, the more 
it can hit that kind of empathy in 
the viewer,” said Wadsley. 
Johal says that she wants to tell 
the stories of those who can no lon-
ger speak for themselves, to keep 
their memories alive. “Hopefully, 
by sharing all these stories of these 
women, something will change, and 
if my art can be just a small part of 
that change then I feel that I’ve 
done my job as an artist.” 
FACTS ABOUT GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 
ACCORDING TO CANADIAN WOMEN'S FOUNDATION SOURCE: WWW.CANADIANWOMEN.ORG
Canadians who know more than one 
woman who has experenced physical 
or sexual abuse.
67% 3,491
Number of women who seek ref-
uge at shelters on any given night.
1,181
Cases of missing Indegenous 
women recorded by the RCMP.
 By KIRSTEN CLARKE
Salvador Dali "Space 
Venus"
ALBERTO TUFANO PHOTO
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Falcons soar to nationals
Players of the Falcons men's basketball team practice inside the gymnasium at Langara College on Oct. 3, 2018. NICK LABA PHOTO
Langara will host and play the best in Canadian college ball
 By NICK LABA
W ithout playing a sin-gle game, the Lan-gara Falcons have secured a spot in the 
2019 Men’s Basketball National 
Championship. 
The Falcons were guaranteed one 
of the eight available berths when 
the Canadian Collegiate Athletic 
Association awarded them the 
right to host earlier this year. The 
last time basketball fans in Greater 
Vancouver had the chance to see 
the men’s CCAA championship 
was in 1997.
But a tough season looms for the 
organization both on and off the 
court.
“It’s a challenge financially, we’re 
not money makers. You need to 
find ways to mitigate costs. Time is 
a challenge,” said Jake McCallum, 
director of athletics and intramurals 
at Langara.
Due to a lack of space and fa-
cilities on campus, the Falcons will 
make a temporary nest at the Lang-
ley Events Centre for the tourna-
ment next March. McCallum 
expressed his gratitude for the hos-
pitality from the 322,312-square-
foot home of the Vancouver Giants.
Last year’s season ended for the 
Falcons in a 63-68 upset where they 
lost to the fifth-seated Douglas 
Royals in the PacWest conference 
finals. 
The Royals went on to win silver 
in the national championship.
Four-year veteran centre Grant 
Galbraith knows how close the Fal-
con’s came to advancing last year.
“You just have to look back to 
it. Just a little bit of extra work or 
that one play, that’s the difference 
between going all the way,” said 
Galbraith.
Considering more than half the 
team are rookies, the Falcons will 
have to make a considerable effort 
this year to shape a winning team. 
Galbraith said the progress made 
in the first month of practice is tre-
mendous.
While determined to bring home 
another conference banner to Lan-
gara, the guaranteed championship 
berth opens opportunities to build 
depth.
“Because we know we have our 
spot, we can be a little more patient 
during the regular season … to try 
out a few different lineups along 
the way just to see if there’s a dia-
mond in the rough,” said assistant 
coach Joey Dhillon.
Rachael Pelat is 
league's only fe-
male head coach 
 By NATHAN DUREC
S tudents at Langara College say it's time to expand the number of varsity sports on 
campus to include volleyball and 
badminton.
Langara Sports and Health Club 
member Danielle Lee said there 
are not enough choices for varsity 
sports and emphasized the impor-
tance of sport as something that 
brings people together.
“You connect with people that 
have a passion for sports,” said Lee.
Currently, there are three varsity 
sports at Langara: basketball, soccer 
and golf. The basketball and soccer 
programs have men’s and women’s 
teams. There is only a men’s team 
for golf.
Many of the other schools Langa-
ra competes against in the PacWest, 
the governing body for collegiate 
and institutional 
sports in B.C., 
offer a wider va-
riety of varsity 
sports. A quick 
look at the pic-
tures in the halls 
of Building G 
and the banners 
in the gymna-
sium reveal a 
past history in 
both volleyball and badminton at 
Langara.
While Langara athletics recog-
nizes students want more, they say 
that the cost of operating a varsity 
program and a lack of facilities hin-
ders varsity growth.
Jake McCallum, director of ath-
letics and intramurals at Langara 
said that it mainly comes down to 
funding.
“It’s not just having players. You 
have to then have money to travel. 
You have to have scholarship mon-
ey. You have to find a coach and an 
assistant coach. You have to have 
equipment,” said McCallum.
First-year Langara student, 
Laiba Khan said international stu-
dents feel left out of varsity sports 
because the ones offered are not as 
appealing as others.
“Many students come from In-
dia, and India is where badminton 
is very popular,” said Khan. 
“If Langara had a badminton 
team, they would have potential 
people that would want to join.”
Students 
call for 
variety
Sports and health club 
wants expansion of 
varsity sports played
at Langara
Jake McCallum
DIRECTOR OF
ATHLETICS 
GAMES SCHEDULE
WOMEN'S 
SOCCER
Oct. 13, 2018
vs. Capilano 
University
12 p.m.
At Musqueam 
Soccer Field
Oct. 14, 2018
vs. Vancouver 
Island University
12 p.m.
At Musqueam 
Soccer Field
MEN'S      
BASKETBALL
Oct. 12, 2018
vs. Alumni
7:30 p.m.
At Langara 
College 
Nov. 02, 108
vs. Douglas 
College
8 p.m.
At Langara
Coach pushing through barriers
H ead coach of the women’s soccer team at Langara College, Rachael Pelat said 
it can be tough getting her voice 
heard by referees during games. 
 Pelat is one of just two female 
coaches in the athletics and intra-
murals department. She believes 
that having more women in differ-
ent roles would 
be beneficial to 
the sport, espe-
cially as referees 
in PacWest.
“There are 
still those bar-
riers that we’re 
going to have to 
climb and keep 
pushing through,” said Pelat.
According to the Canadian As-
sociation for the Advancement 
of Women in Sport and Physi-
cal Activity (CAAWS), only 25 
per cent   of coaches in Canada 
are women. The gap is even more 
prominent in high-performance 
settings, such as university and na-
tional team coaching. 
Allison Sandmeyer-Graves, the 
CEO of CAAWS, believes that 
women who participate in sports 
develop leadershipskills, self-
confidence but also attain higher 
academic achievements and career 
success.
“We believe that the more wom-
en play sports, the more equal so-
ciety will become by challenging 
the gender norm, and the barriers 
that hold women back. Sport is a 
reflection of society, but it also has 
the power to change society,” said 
Sandmeyer-Graves  
Nicole Bell, a third-year student 
on Langara’s women’s soccer team 
said she liked having a female coach 
to relate to. 
“She’s been 
through ev-
erything that 
we’ve been 
t h r o u g h , ” 
said Bell. 
Having also 
played vol-
leyball in 
high school, Pelat is Bell’s first fe-
male coach. 
  Over the Thanksgiving weekend, 
they played against Douglas Col-
lege at Musqueam field which end-
ed in a tie game. 
The Falcon’s play their next game 
on Oct. 13 where they will face 
Capilano University at Burnaby 
Lake Sports Complex West.
“We believe the more 
women play sports, the 
more equal society will 
become.”
— ALLISON SANDMEYER-GRAVES, CEO OF CAAWS
Head coach Rachael Pelat at the Falcons women's soccer match against the 
Douglas College Royals at Musqueam field on Oct. 6, 2018   MANDY MOON PHOTO
 By MANDY MOON
